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Then Jesus came from Galilee to John 

at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 

John would have prevented him, saying, 

‘I need to be baptized by you, and do 

you come to me?’  But Jesus answered 

him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for 

us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ 

Then he consented.  And when Jesus 

had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the  heavens 

were opened to him and he saw the 

Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him.  And a voice from 

heaven said,  

‘This is my Son, the Beloved,  
with whom I am well pleased.’ 

   — Matthew 3:13-17 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
January 12 

A Children –Led Worship 



 

Food for Thought 
 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 
 

At the beginning of a New Year, a high school principal decided to post his teachers’ New Year’s reso-
lutions on the bulletin board. As the teachers gathered around the bulletin board, a great commotion started. 
One of the teachers was complaining. “Why weren’t my resolutions posted?” She was throwing such a tem-
per tantrum that the principal hurried to his office to see if he had overlooked her resolutions. Sure enough, 
he had mislaid them on his desk. As he read her resolutions he was astounded. This teacher’s first resolution 
was not to let little things upset her in the New Year. I don’t know how you are doing on your New Year’s 
resolutions. I do know something that is more important than resolutions, though. How do you see this New 
Year? Is it one that you approach with anxiety or anticipation?  

Studies suggest that now barely one in three of us continue to make the traditional New Year’s Reso-
lution. Is it any wonder? Almost without exception all the usual resolutions are so macho; so austere; so in-
stantly depressing. Resolutions only succeed in casting a grey pall over the brand New Year. Midnight strikes 
and we vow to lose twenty pounds; midnight strikes and we vow to rise an hour earlier in order to exercise; 
midnight strikes and we vow to master some new work-skill. Facing into a brand New Year, we promise our-
selves we will give up chocolate, or TV, or spend less time on Facebook – then suddenly realize a whole year 
of doing without stretches out ahead of us. Our resolutions seem always to tend towards pushing the limits 
of our abilities, testing the strength of our self-denial. No wonder resolution-making is falling by the wayside. 

The tradition of making New Year’s resolutions dates back to the early Babylonians. They too tended 
towards the pragmatic and responsible side of resolutions, most often resolving to return borrowed farm 
equipment. But what if we looked at the New Year as a sea of possibilities, instead of an ocean of responsi-
bilities? What if we resolved to relax more? What if we resolved to sleep more? What if we resolved to play 
more? What if we resolved only to make and eat really wonderful food? Or cuddle more? Or sing more? What 
if instead of insisting that we drop ten pounds we look to add five new friends or reclaim five old friends? 
What if we resolved to be more of what we can be, instead of resolving just to be less of what we already 
are? 

As we enter 2014 let us begin by giving God thanks for another New Year. After all, we are eternal 
optimists, are we not? We somehow expect that this year will be better than last year. Deep in our hearts we 
agree with Lucy in the PEANUTS cartoon when she says, “I don’t want ups and downs. I want ups and ups 
and ups!” We are more realistic than that. Still, we hope for more ups than downs. A New Year offers us a 
unique vantage point – a place from which we can stand at the threshold of time and look back upon the old 
year and forward into a brand new year that awaits us. The month of January is, of course, named after the 
Roman God Janus, who faced both directions at the same time. The head of Janus had a face on the front 
and a face on the back, so he could face both forwards and backwards at once. January, thus, is the time 
when all of us face both our past and face our future. 

What if as Christians we were to celebrate the New Year by letting God make the resolutions, both 
about our past and our future: With regard to our past: God resolves to forgive our sins, blot out our trans-
gressions, and help us accept our acceptance and embrace the memory of the past with grati-
tude and grace. With regard to our future: God resolves to light our way forward: Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path, wrote the psalmist. Let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven, said Jesus. 
God resolves to give us the direction and diligence, the courage and caution we 
need to move forward with faith and foresight as disciples of Christ. 

There is an old Eskimo blessing that goes like this: May you have warmth 
in your igloo, oil in your lamp, and peace in your heart. Now that’s food for thought 
as we begin this New Year 2014! 



 

Thoughts from Kay 
 

 I always appreciate the beginning of a new year.  Something in me really likes being able to flip over 
to a totally new set of calendar pages, one that is unwritten with commitments and ”need to do’s” and just 
appreciate the possibility.  Like many of you, I celebrate this liminal moment by producing a list of aspira-
tions, or as they are usually known, New Year’s Resolutions.  Perhaps you have a set you are working on al-
ready.  If not, I’d like to suggest a few for your consideration. 

1.  Spend more time with God.  Being in relationship with the Creator of the Universe is a great privilege, 
and yet one we often take for granted.  Yes, God does know what is going on in our lives, but like 
anyone who cares about us, He likes to hear it from us once in a while.  Setting aside even a few min-
utes a day to talk and listen to God can be a great antidote to the stresses and concerns that plague 
all of us.  God is ready to listen. 

2. Read some scripture.  Maybe this isn’t the year that you finally read the entire bible cover to cover, 
but how about the Gospel of Mark?  It’s short and full of action.  Or try a psalm a day; these songs of 
the bible express very real emotions that are still relevant today.  So many of us are biblically illiter-
ate, or have forgotten everything we ever learned in Sunday School.  Why not begin a new commit-
ment to reading the book of life? 

3. Appreciate the small stuff.  Being mindful of the small blessings of life is an attitude changer.  When 
you move through the world determined to notice the happy things—a beautiful tree, a close parking 
space, a smile from a stranger—it soon becomes evident how many of them you’ve missed before.  
Life is a little easier when you count your blessings, so cultivate an attitude of gratitude. 

4. Commit an act of service.  Not only does Jesus tell us to do so (“Feed my lambs!”), he shows us the 
way.  Feeding, healing, helping… these are things that make life worthwhile.  Find a place of service 
at church, or one in the community.  There is something for every ability level and time commitment.  
You’ll never regret time that you gave to others. 

5. Be kind to yourself.  With all the demands on us, it can be easy to get 
caught up in what isn’t.  Even New Year’s resolutions can be a chance to 
be tough on ourselves—if only I was thinner, smarter, better organized 
and more productive, then life would be great!  But remember, God loves 
us just as we are, flaws and all, and sometimes it can be good just to 
recognize that we are indeed created good.  Smile and 
know you are loved! 

 

Many blessings and a very happy New Year to all of you, 

Pastor Kay 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
January 2014 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, January 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the Church Den.  Members will share life stories. 
 
Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, January 7 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 309.  Gene Bloomwell will present a 
program on “The Catacombs.”  Lunch to follow at a local restaurant. 
 
Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, January 7 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.   The program will be 
on “Human Trafficking.” 
 
Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, January 8 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Lou-Anne Smith will present 
the program.  Please note change of date due to holiday. 
 
Friendship Circle – Monday, January 13 at 10:30 a.m. in Room 309.  Members will help package vitamins 
for Peggy Hook’s next trip to Limon, Honduras in March. 
 
Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, January 13 at 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Hall.  Members of 
the support team from Respite Care WUMC, led by Cassie Maye, will discuss the program. 
 
Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, January 14 at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Den.  Ken Turner will present the pro-
gram. 
 
Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, January 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the Williamsburg Landings Fitness Center for 
an evening of Zumba and refreshing smoothies. 
 
Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, January 21 at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building. 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW Executive Board Meeting – Monday, January 27 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

Our next Silver Saints luncheon will be held at 
noon on Wednesday, January 8 in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Our guest speaker will be Emilio Santini, world 
renown Italian glass artist.  Bring a dish to share 

and donation for the chicken.  
Also please bring a food item 
for FISH.  All are invited.   

For more information, call 
Art and Loretta Heezen (565-
2518). 

The next United Methodist Mens’ Break-
fast will be held on Saturday, January 4 at 
8:00 a.m.   Debra Bond Dear, from 
Vanguard Landing, will be our 
speaker.  Cost is $7.00 per person.   

Please contact Charley 
Skillman (258-4930) for res-
ervations. 

Silver Saints Luncheon  



 

United Methodist Day at the General Assembly 
 

United Methodist Day at the General Assembly in Richmond will be held February 6.  To attend you 
may register online.  Go to VAUMC.org, click on “Conference Calendar” (top middle of page), then go to Feb-
ruary 6 and click on “UMW Day at General Assembly” and follow the link on that page to register. You can 
also pick up a form on the United Methodist Women’s Bulletin Board. 

Register by January 12, early registration,  and payment is $25.  Thereafter cost is $35.  Final registration 
is due by January 31. 

By joining together and establishing relationships with our legislators, we em-
power members of our congregation to wonder:  

“How can I make a difference?”   

“How can I be a Good Samaritan in our world?” 

This event gives local churches a vehicle for reaching beyond themselves and 
introduces them to the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church in a 

meaningful way. Last year, 8 UMW and 2 UMM members attended from WUMC. 

Transportation from the church will be provided if you notify Mary Jo Bennett (229-2601). 

A study on "Conversations With God" by Neale Donald Walsch will be held on Tues-
days, from January 14 - March 4 and will be facilitated by Rev. Jeanne Forrest. (There 
will be NO CLASS on Feb. 11th.).  Come and join us as you seek to grow closer to God. 

Sign up with the church office (229-1771).  For further information, please contact 

Rev. Forrest (503-3550). 

Living Fully, Dying Well  
 

Living Fully, Dying Well is an 8-week class for adults that will explore theological, practical, and spiritual 
dimensions of living and dying, using curriculum developed by United Methodist Bishop Rueben Job.  The 
class will help us talk openly about faith and mortality, using biblical resources, attending to legal, financial, 
and practical concerns, and learning a bit about what happens when we die. From the back 
cover of the book:  “Our best decisions about life’s most important events are seldom made 
in a time of crisis. Living Fully, Dying Well is designed to assist us in making careful, wise, 
and prayerful preparation for meeting life’s most important moments.” 

The class will meet Mondays, 10:30 a.m. - noon, January 27 – March 17. Books cost 
$7.00. 

The class will be led by our Minister of Congregational Care, Helen Casey-Rutland, and 

is open to adults of all ages.  Sign up with the church office (229-1771). 

New Study 



 

 Snakes Alive . . . 
 The Youth Director’s on his way! 

 

When I tell you I’m bringing a snake with me when I move to Williamsburg, don’t be afraid.  
Even though he is over 70 feet long.  No, really, don’t be afraid.  Arnie (Schwarz-e-snaker, it’s a long 
story) is very friendly, and very much not alive, being made of cotton and pillow-stuffing.  Admit-
tedly, he’s actually most likely to arrive a month or so after I do when the ship carrying my “stuff” 
arrives. 

I love stories, and Arnie tells a large part of my story; painted on to him are all the groups I’ve 
worked with in the last 20 years and (I think) all of the youth group retreats/residential activities and 
so on I’ve done.  At last count I think it was 86 different events and a cumulative total of 7 months 
of my life has been spent sleeping on floors, camping, conferencing and so on with youth groups. 

As the part of my story that has been England for 18 years comes to a close and I prepare for 
the Williamsburg chapter, I’m looking forward to sharing and hearing lots of stories.  I won’t predict 
what will come my way, but I do know that God is a great writer of life stories, and through the ups 
and downs of recent years I can say with certainty He has been faithful every time a prayer has been 
answered with the simply words “trust me”…  Despite my impatience at times, His constant answer 
of “trust me” has with time proved again He has a plan for the next chapter. 

You can find out more about my story on my two blogs, based on two of the things I’m passion-
ate about, Lego and photography: 

 

Photography – www.notminebutyours.net 

Lego – www.notmylego.blogspot.co.uk 
 

When I arrive in a few short months, tell me your story.  What’s God writing in your life?  Where 
will we, as a youth group, as a church community go?  Let’s look forward to it and enjoy the ride, the 
ups and the downs. 

 

Andy Glascott 

If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? Yoga Fundraiser to Benefit 

Mother’s Day Out 
 

Studio South will be hosting a 75 minute gentle 
flow yoga class on Sunday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m. 
as a fundraiser for Mother’s Day Out.  The sug-
gested donation for this class is $10.00.  Space is 
limited, so sign up now by contacting Erin Bermudez 

(mikeanderinva@gmail.com).  The 
class will be lead by Danielle, a MDO 
mom and yoga instructor, and it is 
perfect for beginners. 

http://www.notminebutyours.net
http://www.notmylego.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:mikeanderinva@gmail.com


 

Aldersgate Class (Wesley Hall): 

January 5:  “On Being Saved” by Vince Sutlive; 
January 12:  “The importance of Spiritual Disci-
plines” by Mike Langrehr;  January 19:  “Resources 
of Spiritual Disciplines” by Mike Langrehr;  January 
26 “This is My Story” by  Ken Turner. 

 

Bishop McKendree Class (Room 102): 

January  5 and 12:  “Happiness;” January 19: 
“Corinthians;” January 26:  “Creeds.” 

 

Christian-Life Connections (Room 309): 

“Who is This Man?” by John Ortberg.  
 

Fellowship Class (Room 103):   

Adult Bible Study Series on the Gospel of Luke 
and the Letter of James. 

Confirmation 2014 
Confirmation is an important rite of passage in the United Methodist Church.  Youth 

who have been part of the church have an opportunity to further develop and affirm their Chris-
tian identity.  Young people who are growing in maturity in their faith are able to study and ex-

perience in a new way the promises that were made on their behalf in Baptism, and take ownership of 
their own personal spiritual journey.  If you are a youth eighth grade or older who has not yet been con-
firmed, you are invited to participate in confirmation this year.  Classes will begin in March and continue until 
the rite of Confirmation on June 8.    

Please contact Pastor Kay Barre or Lou-Anne Smith for more information.  

Start the New Year by Joining a  
Sunday School Class! 

Here is What our Children’s Sunday School Classes are Learning in January: 
(Children’s Sunday School for ages preschool through 5th grade) 

 

Luke 2:52 – Jesus matured in wisdom and years, and in favor with God  
and with people. 

 

My Faith in God Grows as I Grow! 

Marvin Willard Bible Study Class (Room 174):   

10-week study of the Old Testament book of 
Judges and a discussion of apocalyptic literature 
using videos from Dr. Amy Jill Levine. 

 

Searchers Class (Room 171): 

Old Testament study of Ezekiel and Daniel using 
the “Genesis to Revelation” study series.   

 

World Religions Class (Room 101):   

Study and discussion of world 
religions to include history, prac-
tice, membership and evangelism.  
Some of the non-liturgical 
churches to be studied include 
Mormon, Quakers, Universalists, 
Scientology, Islam, Confucianism, 
and Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Contact Cindy Banek, 229-1771, for information about any Sunday School classes. 

Here is What Some of our Adult Classes are Studying in January: 

January 5:  The Wisemen 

January 12:  The Baptism of Jesus 

January 19:  Jesus at the Temple 

January 26:  Jesus in the Synagogue 



 

The Music Ministries of Williamsburg UMC will 
present the 4th Annual Jazz Vespers worship ser-
vice on January 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. It 
will feature the WUMC adult choirs, soloists, and the 
Weldon Hill Trio. In addition to being an accom-
plished jazz musician, Dr. Weldon Hill is the Provost 
and Vice-President of Academic Affairs at Virginia 
State University. Other members of his trio include 
Terry Burrell on acoustic bass and Billy Williams on 
drums. 

In recognition of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s  
birthday, we will honor the life and legacy of Nelson 
Mandela. WUMC choirs will sing original arrange-
ments of hymns and spirituals from our United 
Methodist hymnals that reflect the rich musical con-
tributions by African Americans throughout the his-
tory of our nation. In his sermon Rev. Bill Jones, 
senior pastor, will emphasize Nelson Mandela’s 
monumental influence on the people and govern-
ment of South Africa and those in the free world. 
The Jazz Vespers service is free and open to the 
public.  

Musical Offerings in  
January 

January 5, 2nd Sunday after Christmas:   

The Charles Wesley Singers will present “Sing the 
Song of Praise” by Eugene Butler 
 

January 12, Baptism of our Lord:   

Adult choirs will sing “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” 
by Elizabeth Poston.  Carol and Wesley choirs will 
sing “I Will Call Upon the Lord” by Michael 
O’Shields. 
 

January 19, 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany: 

Adult choirs will sing “Behold, He Is My Salvation” 
by William Selby; Chancel Orchestra will accompany 
the congregation on hymns. 
 

January 26, 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany: 

Adult choirs will sing “Arise, Shine, for Thy Light is 
Come” by Healey Willan; Sine Nomine Ringers will 
play “How Beautiful” arr. by R. Lyndel Littleton. 
Covenant Ringers will play “My Lord What A 
Mornin’” by Hart Morris. 
 

NOTE:  Beginning January 5, Carol & Wesley choirs 
will rehearse together Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. - 
6:15 p.m. 

AUDIO TEAM 
 

It’s a New Year – and the Sanctuary Audio Team finds itself with openings for people to operate the 
sound system.  The team is organized around a group of four (4) people for each Sunday Service who take 
turns operating the system. About two (2) additional people per service are desired.  This team approach 
provides Sunday morning coverage so that any one operator does not have to be available every Sunday – 
thus allowing for vacations, sickness, sitting with families during services and other occasions.  Special events 
such as concerts, meetings in the sanctuary, weddings, etc. are covered by the operators on a STRICTLY 

“as available” basis.  Training, mentoring and availability of current op-
erators for on-going questions and follow-up are part of the program.   

If you are interested and/or wish to explore this ministry in more 
detail, contact the church office (229-1771) and/or Jimmy McCarter 
(757-565-3610). 

Jazz Vespers 
4TH Annual  



 

“To everything there is a season...” and winter 
seems especially suited for curling up with a good 
book from our church library.  Whether your inter-
est is in Bible study, church history, missions, theol-
ogy, social concerns, spiritual growth, going green, 
family life, caring ministries, biography, or you 
would just like to escape momentarily into the world 
of Christian fiction, you are sure to find a book 
which will inspire, enlighten and have you coming 
back for more.  It was our founder John Wesley 
who said:  “It cannot be that the people should 
grow in grace unless they give themselves to read-
ing.  A reading people will always be a knowing 
people.  Visit our church library soon and be among 
the growing, reading and knowing people. 

Featured this month for the children are stories 
of winter fun.   You’ll frolic in White Snow, Bright 
Snow, enjoy an Owl Moon, meet Snowflake 
Bentley, discover the mysterious Stranger in the 
Woods and learn how a special groundhog predicts 
the weather in Wake Up, Vladimir.  

Resolve to read more in the new year! 
 

“Books are the quietest and 
most constant of friends; they 
are the most accessible and 
wisest of counselors, and the 

most patient teachers.”   

--Charles W. Eliot 

Library News Fourth Annual  

Sweetheart Banquet 
Presented by Early Childhood Music School Board 

and Faculty 
 

 This elegant, catered event kicks off a yearlong   
 

Silver Salute to  

Early Childhood Music School   

(Proceeds benefit Elliot’s Song for Project Outreach)  
 

Back by Popular Demand: 

DOG Street Rhythm Kings & 

ECMS Singing Servers! 
 

No sweetheart?  No problem.  Groups are welcome! 
  

Friday, February 7, 2014 in Fellowship Hall 

Starting with yummy appetizers at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Cost:  $30 per person 

Childcare available for $5 per child (includes pizza 
and lemonade) 

 

Tickets will be available for 
purchase at the  

Crossroads Table, January 26 

and February 2 or earlier by 
calling Donna Herman:  

291-9082   

Thank You 
Dear Friends, 

    My family and I would like to thank you for your outpouring of kindness and support follow-
ing my mother's passing.  Your many cards, notes and expressions of sympathy are very comfort-
ing.  We would especially like to thank Helen Casey-Rutland for preparing and printing the worship 
bulletins, participating in the memorial service at Patriot's Colony and officiating at the graveside 
service in Prince George County.  Her visits and compassion  with Mom, and her pastoral care with 
us are greatly appreciated. 
 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Ford Bland 



 

given in memory of James Lathrop Bevan from 

given in memory of Alvin P. Belanger from 

Memorial Giving  

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert McKnight 

 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cantrell 

 Dupont Sustainable Solutions 

 Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Gresham 

 Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hook 

 Ms. Elizabeth Neal 

 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Shield 

 Ms. Susan Stephens 

To Stephen Ministry in honor of 
Mrs. Louise Canfield  

 Charles F. Crone 

To Vacation Bible School in honor of  
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hill 

 Ann and Bill Suit 

Honorarium Giving  Homeless Shelter 
Our next week of emergency shelter this season 

is January 12-19. If you have signed up to help, 
thank you. There are still opportunities to serve at: 
check-in (5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.), overnight (8:30 
p.m. – 6:00 a.m.), check-out (5:30 a.m. – 8:00 
a.m.) and meal service. Please call the Church office 
(229-1771).  

We are also collecting for our guests: DVDs, 
puzzle books, paperback books, magazines, and 
clothes (heavy coats and sweats (L-XL-XXL), socks, 
and rain gear). Look for a 
bin that will be placed in 
the atrium after Christmas. 

This shelter can be 
successful only if we all 
work together.  

Thanks.  

Local Outreach Work Area 

Thanks from Local & 

Global Outreach  

Committees 
 

Chilly, rainy weather couldn’t keep the fellow-
ship hall from filling up with generous shoppers 
seeking opportunities to support local and global 
charities at the annual Alternative Giving Fair last 
month. Items were purchased and donations were 
given in honor of loved ones to benefit 31 organiza-
tions whose mission is to feed, clothe, house and 
provide for other needs of people here and around 
the world. All told, $18,897 was received through 
donations and sales. Many thanks to all who came, 
saw, and responded. 

The fair could not have taken place without the 
support of our church volunteers. Our sincerest 
thanks go out to those who car-
ried heavy equipment, baked 
and served refreshments, 
helped man tables, and put 
away tables and chairs, among 
many other tasks. We appreci-
ate you one and all! 

given in memory of Bertie Lee Carter Ford from 

 Mr. and Mrs. Paul Fowler 

given in memory of Donald L. Steberl from 

 Diane Race c/o The Williamsburg Winery 

 Mrs. Sue Turlington 

given in memory of Joe & Cora Linington from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Linington 

given in memory of Stanley E. Brown from 

 Mr. & Mrs. Phil Magruder 

given in memory of William M. Grimstead from 

 Captain & Mrs. Jack Stillman 

 Mr. & Mrs. Vic Zodda 



 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away during 

the month of December: 

Bob Evans, Chair, Finance Committee  

FINANCE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Care Notes 
Under Stress? Here’s Help 

Are you dealing with the sickness of a 
loved one, a recent death, or other kind of 
stress? There are free booklets addressing a 
wide range of concerns located in a rack on 

the wall beneath the TV screen opposite 
the Welcome Center. Stop by and take 

what you need for yourself or for a 
friend. 

Finance Committee 

This is the last article I will write about the church’s finances as my term of office expires on December 
31.  Thank you for your support during the past two years.  Your Finance Committee is a loyal, dedicated and 
hard working group who has the best interest of this church in all they do, and I thank them for a job well 
done.  In particular I would like to thank the following individuals whose term also expires:  Dick Bennett, 
Alan Elkins, Phil Mouser and Rita Welty.  New members of the Finance Committee are Barbara Haynes and 
Gwen Hamrick.  Art Grant is the new Chair of the Finance Committee, and I trust you will support him and 
the entire Finance Committee in the year to come. 

Year End 

Fiscal year 2013 is rapidly coming to a close.  At the present time it appears that we will not be able to 
cover our expenses with income despite our expenses being under budget.  Income from pledges will be on 
target, but unpledged income will be substantially under budget.  Please prayerfully consider a special year 
end gift to the Operating Fund. 

Budget Process 

The budgeting process at WUMC is relatively simple.  Ministries and administrative areas submit requests, 
the Standing Budget Committee develops a budget, the Finance Committee recommends and the Church 
Council approves the budget. 

Income Stuck on $1,600,000 

During FYs 2010, 2011, & 2012, income averaged $1,671,622.  Only once during a special appeal in 2012 
did income exceed $1,700,000 in the amount of $38,599.  Income in the current year ($1,658,586) is esti-
mated to be below the previous year’s average, and our projected income in 2014 is $1,671,990.  Unfortu-
nately, fixed expenses continue to increase.  Church policy dictates that we develop a balanced budget.  So in 
order to fund increasing fixed expenses, we must decrease funds supporting church ministries.  I’ll let you 
draw your own conclusion about how to solve this problem.  I would hope that people would recognize the 
problem and support the church’s financial needs. 

Stan Brown 

Bill Grimstead 

Ernest Hopke,  
father of Margaret Carlson 

Julia Oxrieder 
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50
th
 Anniversary Update 

 

The 50th anniversary celebrations continue into 2014 with a variety of events that remind us of our 
Wesleyan heritage and point us to an exciting future.  Celebrations will include materials from our archives, 
oral histories and special recognition.  Events are planned between worship services or after the later service 
in order to reach a majority of members. Continue to watch the Messenger, e-notes and This Also Is Our 
Worship for details.  Save the following dates for 50th anniversary activities: 

January 12 

Our children will lead us in worship at both services as we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and remem-
ber our own baptism.  Rev. Jones will lead us in an inspirational message.  As we look back, we also look for-
ward to the future of our church placed firmly in the hands of our children.  A special children’s theme fellow-
ship will take place between services along with displays from Mother’s Day Out, Early Childhood Music 
School, and WUMC Children’s Ministry.  The commemorative  50th anniversary plates will also be available for 
purchase in the atrium. 

March 30 

The Witness and Welcome committee will sponsor a 5th Sunday fellowship potluck 
luncheon where we will be reminded of our commitment to opening our doors, hearts 
and minds to one and all. 

September 14 

We are honored to have Bishop Young Jin Cho with us to culminate our 50th anni-
versary year.  We are planning a catered luncheon, special recognition, and a few 
other surprises. 


